Behavior Project

Below are five different family scenarios.  Research what breed and lifestage would be best suited for each family and outline your reason why.

1) Mrs. Jones is looking for a dog that would be gentle around her three small children. She doesn’t have a lot of time to train and would like a dog that is already housebroken and trained with the basic commands.  She also doesn’t have a lot of time to groom, so the dog should be low maintenance.

2) Mr. and Mrs. Beddle are a childless couple looking for a new member to add to the family.  They have an award winning landscaped yard with plenty of room.  Mr. Beddle would like to train the dog himself.  Mrs. Beddle would like a breed that isn’t too active and small enough to take with her on errands.  

3) The Parra’s are a retired couple who are looking for a companion to take with them on cross country RV trips.  They would prefer a dog that is housetrained but are willing to train basic commands themselves.  They would prefer a lower maintenance grooming breed so they don’t have to spend too much time brushing.  A breed that will sit quietly while driving in the RV would be best.

4) Mr. and Mrs. Cott have a brand new baby and would like a dog that grows up with the child.  Energy level is a concern as they won’t have too much free time to strenuously exercise the dog.  Grooming requirements are also a concern due to time constrictions.

5) Miss. Porter is a single teacher who lives in an apartment.  She would like a companion that is small enough to take with her to class and on errands.  Grooming is not an issue as she has plenty of time between classes to brush it.  Energy level is a concern because the dog will have to lay quiet for extended periods of time.  She would prefer a dog that she can train herself.

