DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM
LECTURE QUESTIONS

1. What are the primary divisions of the nervous system and the components of each?

a. ____________________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________________

2. What is the functional unit of the nervous system? __________________________________

BRAIN TRAUMA
3. Injury to the brain from trauma can result from direct injury to the nervous tissues or from secondary events. What are the secondary events that worsen the neurologic damage? ___ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Describe the causes of increases intracranial pressure and how it affects the nervous tissue: _____ _______________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

5. A patient presents with hemiparesis, normal PLRs and OVRs, but is depressed. What clinical rating would you give the patient based on this evaluation of craniocerebral trauma. What is the prognosis based on this score? _____________________________________________________
6. What medications are used to decrease cerebral edema:

a. _______________________________________________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________________________

7. What is the prognosis for animals with brain injuries? __________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

IDIOPATHIC VESTIBULAR DISEASE
8. What are the clinical signs of vestibular disease? ______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
9. What are other possible diseases that could cause the same clinical signs? ________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
10. What is the recommended treatment for vestibular disease? ____________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

11. What is the prognosis for this disease? _______________________________________________
12. What are some medications that could be used to treat this condition? ___________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

NEOPLASIA

13. Are primary brain tumors typically singular or multiple? _______________________________
14. Describe the clinical signs of a patient with a brain tumor:____________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________

15. Do  clinical signs improve, worsen, or stay the same in patients with brain tumors? _________________________________

16. What are the diagnostic tests recommended to detect a brain tumor? _____________________ _____________________________________________________________________________
17. What types of tumors are likely to be able to be removed surgically? ______________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

a. What other treatments are available for brain tumors? __________________________ _______________________________________________________________________

IDIOPATHIC EPILEPSY

18. Define idiopathic epilepsy________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________
a. What does it mean to say “diagnosis of exclusion”?_____________________________ ______________________________________________________________________

19. The aura phase just before an animal has a seizure consists of: __________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________
20. What can clients expect for the animals after a seizure occurs? ___________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
21. What kinds of events may precipitate seizure activity? _________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

22. What is the recommended treatment for this condition? _______________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
23. What are 2 drugs that patient may be on to control seizure activity? _______________________ ______________________________________________________

STATUS EPILEPTICUS

24. Define status epilepticus: _________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________

25. What is the risk of animals in this condition? _________________________________________
26. What is the goal of treatment for patients with epilepsy? ______________________________
27. How long should an epileptic patient be on medication? _______________________________

28. What antiepileptic drugs can be given to control the seizures? ___________________________ __________________________________________________

29. Why might the animal’s body temperature rise in status epilepticus? ____________________ _________________________________________________________

30. When might it be safe to decrease a patient’s seizure medication? _______________________ _____________________________________________________

SPINAL CORD DISEASES

31. The spinal cord is protected by _________________________________________________
32. What is the structure between each vertebral body? _________________________________

33. Describe the structure of intervertebral disks: ________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________

34. Which breeds are at greater risk for intervertebral disk disease? _________________________

35. Describe type 1 disk injury_______________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________

36. Describe type 2 disk injury_______________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________

37. The severity of the spinal cord injury depends on:

a. ______________________________________________________________________

b. ______________________________________________________________________

c. ______________________________________________________________________

38. What are the diagnostic tests that help evaluate the presence of this injury? 
a. ____________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________________

39. For type 1 injuries, when is medical management recommended? ______________________ ___________________________________________________________________________
a. What is included in medical management of type 1 injuries? ___________________ ____________________________________________________________________

40. When is surgery recommended? ________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________

41. How can clients prevent this disease in their pets? ______________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________

42. What is the prognosis for animals that lack deep pain? ____________________________
