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Breed Identification

The Sporting Group

/ Brittany Spaniel:
Makes a good house pet as long as it receives daily physical and mental exercise. If not
given sufficient physical and mental stimulation, can become destructive.
Minimal maintenance, other than daily exercise, not recommended for apartment living.
Can live outdoors in temperate weather, but is a social dog that requires human
interaction.
The eyes are protected from briars by fairly heavy eyebrows.
Health concerns: CHD (congested heart disease), epilepsy, hypothyroidism.
Colors : orange and white, liver and white, or tricolored.

/ Pointer:
An excellent bird dog, requires a lot of exercise or can become very destructive, not
recommended for apartment living. Easily distracted but nearly impossible to distract
once on point. Gentle but may be too energetic for small children.
Can live outdoors in temperate to warm climates as long as it has a warm shelter and soft
bed. Requires human contact and at least one hour of exercise.
Health concerns: entropion, CHD, hypothyroidism.
Colors : liver, lemon, black, orange, either solid or mixed with white.

/¥German Shorthair Pointer:
One of the most versatile hunting breeds. Can become destructive if not given ample
exercise. Due to heritage of hunting small mammals, can become aggressive to small pets
unless raised with them. Responsive to gentle training. Can whine or bark a lot. Require
at least one hour of exercise a day and like water. Although able to live outside in mild
weather, this is a companion breed that does best when inside with the family.
Health concerns: lymphedema, CHD, entropion, gastric torsion (bloat), pannus, OCD,
hypothyroidism, vWD (von Willebrand’s disease)
Colors: liver or a combination of liver and white.

/- German Wirehair Pointer:
Rugged bird dog and friendly companion. Requires a daily outlet for energy or it will
become destructive. Tends to be stubborn. Retains a guarding instinct so tends to be
aloof or protective towards strangers or other dogs. Ideal for outdoors type person.
Thrives on human companionship, so being a housedog with access to the outdoors is
best. Due to harsh coat, may require some hand stripping to maintain sleek outline.
Health concerns: CHD, hypothyroidism, epilepsy, entropion, elbow dysplasia, bloat.
Colors: liver and white with ear and head solid liver and a white blaze.
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Renowned for it’s ability to mark and remember where a bird has fallen.
One of the oldest recognized AKC breeds as well as one of the only breeds to be made in
the U.S.A.
Able to withstand repeated plunges into icy water and loves to swim and retrieve. Tends
to be calm and independent although is eager to learn. Reserved with strangers and can
be aggressive towards strange dogs if challenged. The hardiest, most strong willed, and
protective of the retriever breeds.
Can live outside in temperate temps but prefers to stay inside with the family. A large,
active dog that requires daily activity. Oily, waxy coat requires daily brushing but
seldom needs bathing (difficult to get wet) bathing destroys the coat’s oils and therefore
also destroys water resistance.
Health concerns: CHD, bloat, retinal atrophy (PRA) hypothyroidism, entropion, OCD,
elbow dysplasia, cerebellar abiotrophy.
Colors: any color of brown, sedge or deadgrass.

J Curly Coated Retriever:
Eager to retrieve but a calm companion indoors. Sensitive, gentle and very good with
children. Reserved with strangers, one of the most courageous of the retrievers.
Requires daily exercise. Brushing can diminish the tight curls so, should be combed only
occasionally, preferably before getting wet.
Can live outdoors in temperate temps but does best as an indoor-outdoor dog.
Health concerns: CHD,
Colors: solid black or solid liver.

/Flat Coated Retriever:
A sweet, lively dog that loves to play. On the go outdoors, but quiet indoors.
Requires daily activity. A family oriented dog that does best when allowed to live
indoors and play outdoors.
Health concerns: no major health concerns, minor concerns include: CHD, glaucoma,
Osteosarcoma, lymphosarcoma, bloat.
Colors: solid black or solid liver.

v Golden Retriever:
One of the most popular breeds in America. Everybody’s friend. Requires daily physical
and mental exercise or behavior problems can arise. Poorly bred goldens can be
boisterous. (FYI) Some breeders have begun breeding for a much darker color than the
honey to gold color, opting instead for red to amber. The darker red a golden, the more
unpredictable and aggressive the dog, beware)
Capable of living outdoors but prefers to live inside with the family.
Coat does not tend to mat but does need brushing twice a week.
Health concerns: CHD, skin problems, hemangiosarcoma, lymphoma, mast cell tumors,
hip and elbow dysplasia.
Colors: various shades of gold.
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Number 1 in AKC ranking. When trained it is obedient and well tolerates children and
other pets. Can be a calm housedog, playful yard dog and intense field dog. Eager to
please and enjoys learning. A powerful breed that loves to swim and retrieve. Requires
daily physical and mental exercise. A bored lab will get into trouble.
Can live outdoors but prefer to live indoors with the family.
Requires weekly brushing to remove dead hair.
Health concerns: CHD, elbow and hip dysplasia, obesity, torn ACL, entropion or
distichiasis.
Colors: solid black, yellow, chocolate

/Neva Scotia Duck Te olling Retriever:
Originally know as the Little River Duck Dog. Very energetic and playful. Alert but not
hyperactive. Affectionate and gentle, good with children and other pets. Initially wary of
strangers but warm up quickly. Bore easily and can be stubborn.
Requires a lot of exercise and mental stimulation. Devoted family companions who do
not cope well with being kenneled outside.
Health concerns: no major health concerns, minor concerns include: CHD, PRA.
Colors: any shade of red, usually with white markings on the tail tip, chest or blaze.

v English Setter:
Bred to cover a lot of ground when hunting, a true field dog. With sufficient exercise
they are a calm housedog. Laid back and gentle, excellent with children, other pets and
less active adults. Requires at least an hour of hard exertion a day. Best when it can live
inside and play outside.
Coat requires brushing every two to three days.
Health concerns: deafness, CHD, elbow and hip dysplasia hypothyroidism, OCD, PRA
Colors: orange, liver, lemon or black flecks over a white ground color.

Gordon Stetter:
The heaviest and slowest working of the setter breeds. Can run and hunt all day and
requires a regular outlet or can become frustrated. More protective than other setters and
is reserved around strangers and can become aggressive towards strange dogs.
Requires regular brushing and combing every two to three days. Has a thicker coat that
other setter breeds.
Health concerns: CHD, bloat, hip and elbow dysplasia, cerebellar abiotrophy,
hypothyroidism.
Colors: black and tan
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Enthusiastic hunter and when given an outlet for its energy it can make a pleasant
companion. Can become frustrated if not given mental stimulation. Eager to please,
good with children but can be rambunctious with small children.
Requires at least an hour of strenuous activity, not well suited as an apartment dog.
Can live outside if given a warm shelter, but needs to come inside during colder weather.
Requires regular brushing.
Health concerns: PRA, CHD, bloat, megaesophagus, panosteitis, HOD, osteosarcoma,
hyputhyroidism, OCD, epilepsy.
Colors: mahogany, chestnut or red.

/ American Water Spaniel:
A natural lover of water. A fun loving family dog. Sensitive and eager to please but some
can be timid. Generally good with other household pets, but can be aggressive towards
strange dogs. Barking is a definite problem some also whine or drool.
Require daily activity but requirements can be met with a long daily walk.
The coat is oily and requires weekly brushing and ears should be checked regularily.
Health concerns: mitral valve disease, PDA, pulmonic stenosis, CHD
Colors: solid liver, brown or dark chocolate.

Clumber Spaniel:
The stockiest of the spaniels, very keen nosed hunter. One of the most low keyed and
easy going of the sporting breeds. Tends to be a quiet house dog and may even need to
be goaded into exercise, requirements can be met with a leash walk. One of the few
sporting breeds well suited for city life. Very devoted to one person. Tend to drool and
snore.
Health concerns: intervertebral disk disease, entropion, ectropion, ofitis externa.
Colors: white with lemon or orange markings.

 Cocker Spaniel (American Cocker Spaniel):
Known as the ‘merry’ cocker. Playful, cheerful, sweet, sensitive and eager to please.
Not known for retaining hunting instincts. Happy at home in the city. Barking can be a
problem, some are overly submissive. (FYI overly submissive dogs will urinate on
themselves when approached, can also be fear biters)
Grooming requirements involve a greater commitment than that of most breeds. Special
attention must be made to ear and eye cleanliness.
Health concerns: cataracts, glaucoma, PRA, patellar luxation, entropion, extropion,
allergies, otitis externa, cherry eye
Colors: Solid black, black and tan, ASCOB including cream, red, brown, brown with tan
points, party color
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Throughout most of the world (other than America) this is the more popular cocker
spaniel. Retains more of it’s hunting nature than the American and needs a little more
exercise. A cheerful, devoted, loyal pet that likes to stay close to its family. Can live
outside but it is such a social animal that it does better living inside.

The coat requires brushing two to three times a week. Ears should be cleaned weekly.
Health concerns: PRA, patellar luxation, cataract, CHD, kidney disease, hypothyroidism.
Colors: solid black, liver, red, black and tan, any of these colors on a white background
cither party, roan or ticked.

/ English Springer Spaniel:
Useful at flushing or ‘springing” game. Playful and energetic and can be overly
enthusiastic if not giving enough exercise. An ideal family dog. Requires daily physical
and mental stimulation, a good obedience program helps to create a well-behaved house
pet. Requires brushing one to two times a week.
Health concerns: otitis externa, CHD, elbow dyspasia, phosphofructokinase deficiency,
PRA, retinanol dysplasia
Colors: black or liver with white, black or liver roan, tricolored.

v Field Spaniel:
Happiest when they have a job to do. Independent in nature but is devoted, sensitive and
affectionate. An excellent family dog as long as it has enough exercise. Has a docile
nature but is reserved with strangers. Thrives on human companionship. Requires
brushing one to two times a week and hair in ears and between toes should be clipped.
Ears should be checked regularly.
Health concerns: CHD, otitis externa, hypothyroidism.
Colors: black, liver, golden liver, solid, bi-colored, roan or ticked, tan points, white on
chest, throat or brisket

VIrish Water Spaniel:
Loves to swim, run, hunt, and play, a born clown. Stubborn and independent, needs to be
trained with patience. Generally good with children but can be timid.
Requires physical and mental stimulation to prevent it from becoming bored.—
Requires brushing and combing two to three times a week. Shedded hair becomes
trapped in other hair and if not combed out it will form mats.
Health concerns: CHD, otitis externa, distichiasis, megaesophagus, seizures, nail bed
disease.
Colors: solid liver.

 Sussex Spaniel:
Slow working with a good nose. At times numbers have been so few that inbreeding had
to be practiced . More laid back than other spaniels. Well suited for city life. When left
alone it may bark or howl. Requires daily activity, but can have its needed met with a
walk. Requires brushing two to three times a week.
Health concerns: CHD, intervertebral disk disease. Otitis externa.
Colors: golden liver
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Less exuberant than the English Springer Spaniel. Easygoing but needs plenty of
exercise. Devoted to family but is independent by nature. Reserved with strangers, some
may be timid and requires ample socialization.
Requires brushing once or twice per week
Health concerns: CHD, glaucoma, otitis externa, epilepsy
Colors: rich red and white.

/ Spinone Italiano:
Well defined hunting abilities, can point, set and retrieve aided by a good nose and good
sense. A devoted and gentle dog with a willingness to please. Affectionate, gets along
well with other dogs and children. Calmer than other pointing breeds. Requires daily
exercise than can be fulfilled with a long walk. Can live outside in temperate to cool
climates, but it is a family dog that prefers to be with humans. Weekly brushing required.
Health concerns: CHD, ectropion, bloat, otitis externa, cerebellar ataxia.
Colors: all white or white with orangeor chestnut markings, orange or brown roan.

v Vigsla:
Bred to be a close working gun dog. A talented pointer. Can become frustrated if not
given adequate exercise. Most are stubborn, some are timid, and others overly excitable.
A good companion for an active owner. Requires strenuous activity daily. Requires
minimal grooming. Can live outdoors in warm climates if given shelter but should sleep
indoors on cold night.
Health concerns: epilepsy, CHD, lymphosarcoma.
Colors: solid golden rust.

v Weimaraner:
Bold and rambunctious, sometimes to much for small children. Can become frustrated
and destructive if kept penned. May not be good with small pets if not raised with them.
Stubborn and headstrong but learns easily. Breeders describe them as ‘needy’ and ‘in
your face’. Daily strenuous exercise required. Not suited for cold nights outside or
separation from family.
Health concerns: bloat, spinal dysraphism.
Colors: mouse to silver gray.

Wirehaired Pointing Griffon:

Excellent abilities as a pointer or retriever. A skilled field dog, combining independent
action with the ability to be directed by the hunter. A devoted family pet, friendly
towards strangers and other dogs. Daily exercise required, it enjoys swimming. Does
best as an inside/outside dog. Harsh coat requires brushing two to three times per week.
Ears require regular cleaning and plucking.

Health concerns: no major health concerns, minor concerns include: CHD, ofitis externa,
entropion, ectropion.

Colors: steel gray with brown markings, chestnut brown, roan, white and brown. Less
desirable: solid brown, solid white or white and orange.





