The Herding Group

Australian Cattle Dog

These dogs are smart, hardy, independent, stubborn, tenacious, and untiring; these are all traits essential to a driver of headstrong cattle. These dogs must have a job to do or it will expend its efforts on unacceptable jobs of its own. Given challenging mental and hard physical exercise daily, they are the most responsive and obedient of dogs. They tend to nip at the heels of running children, but do well with older children. Obedience lessons or other mental challenges are needed.

Health concerns: CHD, OCD, deafness, PRA, elbow dysplasia.

Color: Blue or blue mottles with or without other markings, red speckled. Puppies are born white but get their color within a few weeks.

Australian Shepard

The Australian Shepard has a great deal of stamina and are loving, bold, alert, confident, independent, smart and responsive. They need a chance to exercise and challenge their developed mental and physical activities or they are apt to become frustrated and difficult to live with. However, with proper training and exercise they are loyal, utterly devoted and obedient. They are reserved with strangers and have a protective nature and they may try to herd children and small animals by nipping. Even though they are able to live outside, they need human contact and are emotionally unsuited for living in the yard.

Health concerns: Cataract, CEA, CHD, nasal solar dermatitis, pelger-huet syndrome, iris coloboma, CEA, hypothyroidism

Color: Blue, merle, black, red merle, or red; all with or without markings and/or tan points.

Bearded Collie

These dogs are lively, playful, and full of enthusiasm and energy. The are smart and obedient, but they are independent thinkers with a clownish sense of humor. They like children, but may be too rambunctious for small children and may try to herd them. They are active dogs and they need daily exercise. Their needs are met with either a good jog or vigorous play session. They especially enjoy herding. They can live outside in cool weather, but they are happier when allowed access to the house with their family.

Health concerns: CHD, epilepsy, colonic disease, pemphigus, Addison’s.

Color: Any shade of gray or chocolate. White may appear as a blaze or on tail tip, feet and chest. Tan points may also appear.

Beauceron

Beaucerons are uncannily intelligent and adept at any task involving learning, memory, and reasoning. They are courageous and calm. An extremely loyal breed, they are eager to please their family; however, if not properly trained they can run the family. They are patient with children, but can be overwhelming to them or try to herd them. They may be wary of strangers, and do not take to strange dogs. They can get along with other family pets and dogs. These dogs have an active mind and athletic body and need mental and physical exercise every day. Without adequate stimulation they can get bored and destructive. Do not get a beauceron unless you can commit to taking time to train and exercise it regularly. They are very much a family dog and should not be relegated to a kennel.

Health concerns: CHD, gastric torsion.

Color: black and tan or black, gray and tan (merle with tan points)

Belgian Malinois

These dogs are intense and high energy and need mental and physical stimulation every day. They are alert, serious and smart, making them an ideal watchdog. They are aloof with strangers and can be aggressive toward other dogs and animals. Some can be domineering. When confined they often run in sweeping circles in an effort to stay on the move. They especially enjoy herding. They can live outside in temperate to cool weather, but prefer to divide their time between house and yard.

Health concerns: CHD, elbow dysplasia.

Color: rich fawn to mahogany, with black-tipped hairs; black mask and ears.

Belgian Sheepdog

The Belgian sheepdog is ever watchful and on the move. They are playful, alert, and protective. They are also tough, independent and intense. They are aloof with strangers and can be aggressive toward other dogs and animals. Some can be domineering. They are intelligent and biddable, and are protective of their homes and family. They need a good deal of exercise daily, either a good long jog or a long strenuous play session. They need room to move during the day and does best with access to a yard. Although they can live outside, they are family oriented and happier if they can share the house with their family.

Health concerns: seizures, skin disorders, allergies, hypothyroidism.

Color: black.

Belgian Tervuren

The Tervuren is an active and energetic companion that functions best when given daily mental and physical exercise. They enjoy running and playing outside and can be a well-mannered companion inside as long as they are given sufficient exercise. They are smart and obedient, but independent. They are aloof with strangers and can be protective of their family. They may nip at the heels of children in an attempt to herd them. They enjoy herding which is the ideal exercise. Tervs need regular human interaction and do best when allowed access to both house and yard.

Health concerns: seizures, CHD, elbow dysplasia, allergies, hypothyroidism, PRA.

Color: rich fawn to russet mahogany with black overlay (becoming darker with maturity); black mask and ears.

Border Collie

The Border collie is among the most intelligent and obedient of dogs. Nonetheless they are disastrous housedogs if not given a challenging job every day. Given sufficient exercise, they are dependable, loyal companions. They are intent on whatever they do and tend to stare, which can be unnerving to other animals. They are reserved, even protective, toward strangers. Without a job they can be destructive and can develop harmful, compulsive habits. They can live out doors in temperate to cool climates, but enjoy spending time with their family inside. This is a dog that cannot live in an apartment and should preferably have ready access to a yard.

Health concerns: CHD, PRA, lens luxation, CEA, PDA, OCD, deafness, seizures, hypothyroidism.

Color: Solid, bicolor, tricolor, merle, and sable, of various colors. Solid white not allowed.

Bouvier des Flandres

They are steady, stalwart companions who are loyal, devoted, and protective. Given daily exercise, they are calm and well mannered indoors. They are independent and confident of their own judgment, yet biddable and willing to please. They are reserved, even protective, toward strangers and can be aggressive with strange dogs. They are very good with children, but may nip at heels during play. They need daily exercise and daily interaction, and a lot of both. They love to herd. Although they could live outside they prefer access to both house and yard. 

Health concerns: CHD, glaucoma, elbow dysplasia, SAS, hypothyroidism.

Color: From fawn to black, including salt and pepper, gray and brindle

Briard

The Briard is devoted, faithful, loving and protective. They are independent, self-assured, and intelligent, but are also willing to please and eager to serve as a partner in adventure. They are reserved with strangers and they can be aggressive toward other dogs. They may nip at hells when playing. They tend to stay home and may attempt to keep the families children home as well. Young Briards need a lot of socialization. They need a good amount of exercise and interaction every day and its favorite exercise id to herd. They can live outside in temperate to cool temperatures, but are happiest with access to both house and yard.

Health concerns: gastric torsion, CHD, night blindness.

Color: All uniforms except white (includes tawny, black and gray shades)

Canaan Dog

The Canaan is a great herder and also excels in a variety of tasks involving dependability and obedience. They are intelligent, docile, devoted, quite tractable and willing to please. They are aloof toward strangers and protective of their family. They are generally good with other household pets and dogs, but can be aggressive toward strange dogs. They are natural guardians and tend to bark a lot. This is not a dog that will be happy just sitting around. They need lots of exercise and physical challenges. They can live outdoors, but also make an excellent housedog.

Health concerns: none

Color: May be either predominantly white with mask with or without additional color patches, or solid color with or with out white trim. The mask should be symmetrical and cover both eyes and ears.

Collie

 The collie is gentle and devoted, a mild-mannered friend to all. They are sensitive, intelligent and willing to please, although sometimes stubborn. They may nip at heels in play and some bark a lot. They need a good walk or jog or a fun play every day. Herding is excellent exercise. Although they could live outside in temperate or cool temperatures, they are so family oriented they prefer to be indoors.

Health concerns: CEA, PRA, gastric torsion, dermatomyositis, demodicosis.

Color: Sable and white; tricolor, blue merle; White (predominantly white, preferably with markings)

German Shepherd Dog

Among the most intelligent of breeds, the German shepherd is so intent on their mission, whatever it may be, that they are virtually unsurpassed in working versatility. They are devoted and faithful. The German shepherd is aloof and suspicious of strangers and they are protective of their home and family. They can be aggressive toward other dogs, but they are usually good with other pets. They need daily mental and physical exercise and they enjoy a good exercise session as well as a learning session. They can live outside in temperate to cool climates, but they are family oriented and do equally well inside.

Health concerns: CHD, elbow dysplasia, panosteitis, vWD, degenerative myelopathy, cauda equina, hot spots, skin allergies, malignant neoplasms, pannus, cataract, gastric torsion, perianal fistulas, cardiomyopathy, hemangiosarcoma.

Color: most colors, other than white, are permissible.

Old English Sheepdog

The Old English is jolly, but gentle. At home, they are well-mannered house pets that often amuse their family with comical antics. They thrive on human companionship and are extremely devoted to their family. They are protective and tending children as flock members. They are friendly toward strangers and some can be headstrong. They need daily exercise and enjoy herding. They can only live outside in temperate to cool climates, but it is strongly advised that this breed has access to the house or indoor quarters because it thrives on togetherness.

Health concerns: CHD, gastric torsion, otitis externa, retinal detachment, cataract, deafness, PRA, cerebellar ataxia, hypothyroidism.

Color: any shade of gray, grizzle, blue, blue merles with or without white markings.

Polish Lowland Sheepdog

This is a territorial breed that is often wary of strangers, however to those they know they are very affectionate. They are lively and loyal, but bark a lot. They have an independent and willful side, but they learn quickly and see no use in blindly following commands. Despite the shaggy look, they can be serious dogs. They are considerate with children, most other pets and most other dogs. The PON is a serious worker that needs to exercise both body and mind daily. They flourish when allowed to herd or learn agility. They do not accept confinement and does best when living inside and working and playing outside.

Health concerns: none

Color: all colors are acceptable.

Puli

Best described as a mop on springs, the Puli is full of bouncing energy. They are busy and curious and needs daily exercise. They are smart, headstrong, and tough. They can be aggressive toward other dogs and they are protective of their family. They bark a lot. They enjoy herding and need a good walk or lively game or training session daily. They can live outdoors in temperate to cool temperatures, but they make excellent housedogs. Their coats can be brushed or corded, but if corded the cords must be separated regularly because they tend to hold dirt.

Health concerns: CHD

Color: Solid black, rusty black, gray or white.

Shetland Sheepdog

The Shetland sheepdog is extremely bright, extremely sensitive, and extremely willing to please. That combination makes for a dog that is very obedient, quick to learn, and utterly devoted to their family. They are excellent with children, although they can nip at heels in play. They are reserved, even timid with strangers. They are energetic, but their exercise needs can be met with a good walk, short jog, or active game and training session. It is strongly advised that this breed live indoors.

Health concerns: dermatomysitis, CEA, PRA, trichiasis, cataract, CHD, hemophilia, hypothyroidism, Legg-Perthes, patellar luxation, allergies.

Color: Black, blue merle, and sable, marked with varying amounts of white and/or tan

Cardigan Welsh Corgi

These dogs are high-spirited, yet easygoing. They are fun loving, devoted and amusing. They are a hardy breed and they are agile and tireless. At home they are well mannered, but they are inclined to bark. They tend to be reserved with strangers and can be scrappy with other dogs. For their size, they need a surprising amount of exercise. Their needs can best be met with a herding session, but a modest walk or vigorous play session will suffice. They can live outside in temperate to cool weather, but they make very good housedogs and do best when the are allowed access to house and yard.

Health concerns: CHD, degenerative myelopathy.

Color: all shades of red, sable and brindle; also blue merle or black; both with or without tan or brindle points; white flashings common.

Pembroke Welsh Corgi

The Pembroke welsh corgi has an active mind and body. They are quick and quick-witted, devoted and willing to please. They are very good with children although they can nip at heels in play. They are usually reserved with strangers and they bark a lot. They need daily physical and mental exercise to be at their best in the house. They love to herd and a daily herding session would be ideal to meet their exercise requirements. They are physically able to live outdoors in temperate climates, but they are mentally far better suited to live inside the family home with access to a yard.

Health concerns: intervertebral disc disease, CHD, epilepsy, degenerative myelopathy.

Color: Red, sable, fawn, black and tan; all with or without white flashings.

