The Terrier Group

Airedale Terrier

These are bold, playful, and adventurous dogs. They are lively yet protective, headstrong and intelligent. Some can be domineering, but most are biddable, reliable, and responsive to their owners wishes. They like to be the head dog and may not do well if another dog challenges their position. This breed needs vigorous exercise and is best suited to live indoors. Their ears often need “gluing” as puppies to ensure the proper shape in adulthood.

Health concerns: CHD, gastric torsion, hypothyroidism.

Color: Tan with black or grizzle saddle.

American Staffordshire Terrier

This dog is docile and playful with it’s family. They are also generally friendly toward strangers as long as it’s owner is present. They are good with children, but can be aggressive toward other dogs. It is stubborn, tenacious, and fearless. The most important thing in this breeds life is it’s owners fond attention. In the early 1980’s this breed was at the center of controversy, finding itself the target of breed-specific laws aimed at banning or controlling certain types of dogs. This breed is considered at “pit bull” and therefore public acceptance may be low.

Health concerns: CHD, cerebellar ataxia, PRA, elbow dysplasia, heart disease, hypothyroidism.

Color: Any solid or partial color, but more than 80 percent white, black and tan, or liver are less preferred.

Australian Terrier
This is an active breed that needs a good outing every day. They are physically able to stay outdoors in warm to temperate climates, however they are also good house dogs and needs to spend time with its family. These are one of the quieter terriers, but have a plucky, tough character. They are fun loving and adventurous, clever and eager to please. They get along fairly well with other dogs and household pets, but is reserved with strangers. As a breed they love to dig. They are small, sturdy and medium boned and it’s length is proportionate to its height.

Health concerns: patellar luaxtion, diabetes.

Color: blue and tan, solid sandy, and solid red.

Bedlington Terrier
These are among the softer terriers. They are companionable, demonstrative, and loyal. Is a fairly quiet housedog. They will not allow themselves to be intimidated by other dogs, although they will almost never initiate a fight. This is not a breed that should live outside, but they love to run and chase.

Health concerns: copper toxicosis, retinal dysplasia, renal cortical hypoplasia, distichiasis

Color: blue, sandy, and liver, each with or without tan points. Pups are born dark and lighten to adult color by about the age of one.

Border Terrier

The Border is one of the most amiable and tractable of the border group and one of  few terriers to be bred to run with the pack. They do like to hunt and can be independent so they may tend to roam if given the chance. They are good with other dogs and cats, but not rodents. They are good with children and make a good companion for people of all ages. They dig and some bark and they are talented escape artists. The Border likes activity and needs daily exercise. It’s long legs impart the speed and agility necessary to follow a horse over all terrains and its narrow body allows it to squeeze through narrow passages in pursuit of a fox. These are the smallest of the long-legged terriers.

Health concerns: patellar luxation

Color: Red, grizzle and tan, blue and tan, or wheaten.

Bull Terrier

The bull terrier is comical, playful, assertive, and very mischievous. It is an imaginative breed that is stubborn to the end. To keep it from chewing too much they need physical and mental exercise every day. They are devoted, but can be aggressive with other dogs and small animals. They should not stay outdoors, but instead should be a housedog with access to the yard. The Bull terrier has a very distinctive head shape and great jaw strength..

Health concerns: Deafness (in whites), Kidney problems (hereditary neprhitis and renal dysplasia), Heart problems (SAS, mitral stenosis), compulsive behavior, allergies.

Color: white variety, white, with markings on head permissible; colored variety: any color other than white, or any color with white markings; brindle preferred. 

Cairn Terrier

These dogs are the essence of terriers. Plucky, spirited, bold and inquisitive. Although stubborn they do respond well to their owners wishes and tries to please. They can be good house pets if they get daily mental and physical exercise. They like to play with children and are tough enough to withstand some rough housing, although it can be aggressive towards other dogs. They will dig and some bark. These dogs do better indoors. They gained their greatest fame as the dog playing “toto” in “The Wizard of Oz.”

Health concerns: portacaval shunt, glaucoma (in association with or without ocular melanosis), CMO.

Color: any color but white; dark ears, muzzle, tail tip desired.

Dandie Dinmont Terrier

The Dandie Dinmont is rough and tumble and ready for the hunt, yet they function well as a housedog. Affectionate and loyal, they make a great companion for people of all ages. They need daily exercise to keep from getting frustrated. They are intelligent and independent. They tend to be reserved with strangers and aggressive toward strange dogs. Some may dig. These dogs do best as an indoor/outdoor dog, but should sleep inside.

Health concerns: intervertabral disk disease, glaucoma.

Color: pepper (all shades of gray and silver), or mustard (all shades of brown and fawn), Puppies are much darker than adults.

Fox Terrier (smooth)

This breed loves to run, chase and explore. They are energetic, inquisitive, feisty, playful, mischievous and bold. They are usually reserved with strangers. They tend to bark and dig. Fox Terriers are active dogs and will do much to exercise if given the room. They can live outdoors in a warm climate, but does better living in the house and playing in the yard. Some training of the ears may be necessary as puppies for proper adult shape to develop.

Health concerns: lens luxation, distichiasis, cataract, legg-perthes

Color: White should be predominate (brindle, red, or liver markings are objectionable.)

Fox terrier (Wire)

A real “live-wire”, these dogs love to play, explore, run, hunt and chase. They can be mischievous and independent and they may bark and dig. They are reserved with strangers and can get scrappy with other dogs. They must have daily exercise, however they will exercise themselves if given the room. The breed can live outdoors in temperate climates, but they do better living inside with access to a yard. As with the Smooth, puppies ears may need training to ensure proper shape in adulthood.

Health concerns: lens luxation, distichasis, cataract, leggs-perthes.

Color: white should be predominate (brindle, red, or liver markings are objectionable.

Glen of Imaal Terrier

This is a spirited, inquisitive and courageous breed, always ready for a game or hunt. They are less excitable than other terriers, however they are nonetheless an active dog. Once given their daily exercise, however, they are quite content to snuggle with their people. The Glen is good-natured and gentle with family members, especially children. Some glens can be dog aggressive. They learn quickly, but may not always do as you ask. They deal well with inclement weather, but are not fans of hot weather. Regardless they should not live outside, and they need to be with the family and may go to great lengths to be with their humans. These dogs should not be let off the leash as they are fearless of oncoming cars and love to chase or hunt a fresh scent.

Health concerns: PRA, CHD.

Color: wheaten, blue, or brindle.

Irish terrier

Irish terriers are bold, inquisitive, strong-willed and assertive. They are usually aggressive towards other dogs and small animals and tend to be reserved with strangers. They like to chase and run and need daily exercise. They are surprisingly well mannered and dignified. They have an active mind and body and make a good walking or hiking partner. Today the Irish terrier is one of the more rare terriers and is an uncommon site in either show ring or home.

Health concerns: urinary stones

Color: red, golden red, red wheaten, or wheaten.

Kerry Blue Terrier

A versatile terrier, the Kerry blue can guard, hunt, herd, or just be a fun-loving companion. They need daily exercise and love to run, chase, hunt and play. They can be protective towards strangers but greet verified friends with great enthusiasm. They can be aggressive towards other dogs and small animals. They must spend time with their people inside and out. Some tend to bark.

Health concerns: cerebellar abiotrophy, cataract, spiculosis, hair follicle tumors, entropion, KCS, CHD, Otis externa.

Color: Any shade of blue-gray in adult dogs (over 18 months), immature dogs may be very dark blue or have twinges of brown.

Lakeland Terrier

The Lakeland is spunky and enjoys playing, running, hunting, and chasing. If they get the exercise they need, they can settle down in the home and make an entertaining pet. They are reserved with strangers and usually aggressive toward other dogs and small animals.  They are sensitive and must be trained with patience and a sense of humor. They enjoy spending the day in the yard, but should be allowed to sleep in the house.

Health concerns: lens luxation, distichiasis.

Color: solid (blue, black, liver, red, or wheaten); or wheaten or golden tan with a saddle of blue, black, grizzle, liver.

Manchester Terrier

The Manchester terrier has been described as “Cat-like” because they are impeccably clean, independent, reserved with strangers, yet sensitive. They are more responsive than most terriers and make well-mannered house pet. They are devoted to their families and enjoy spending time by their human’s side. Some tend to dig. They need daily exercise but need to live indoors as they like a warm soft bed. This breed has a large size range.

Health concerns: cardiomyopathy, vWD, hypothyroidism.

Color: black and tan, with a black “thumbprint” patch on the front of each foreleg and “pencil marks” on the top of each toe.

Miniature Bull Terrier

Like the larger bull terrier, the mini is very comical. It is not a lap dog and it is tough and apt to want to prove itself. The are stubborn, yet gentle and need to be trained with a gentle hand. They are devoted, but not fawning. They like to play and investigate. They like to dig and need ample exercise. This is not a breed that should live outdoors, and although they do well with access to a yard they can also do well in an apartment. 

Health concerns: deafness (whites), glaucoma, lens luxation.

Color: For white, pure white; for colored, any color to predominate

Miniature Schnauzer

These are one of the most popular terriers. They are alert, playful, alert, spunky, and companionable. They are less domineering and less dog aggressive than the larger schnauzers. They are also better with other animals than most terriers although it will gladly give chase. They enjoy children, but may bark a lot. They need moderate physical exercise and although they are physically able to survive outdoors, they should be kept inside. They emotionally need to share with their family. 

Health concerns: urolithiasis, PRA, Schnauzer comedo syndrome, vWD, myotonia congenital, allergies.

Color: Salt and pepper, black and silver, or black.

Norfolk Terrier

The Norfolk is feisty, scrappy, stubborn and independent. They have been called a “demon” in the field. They love to hunt, dig, and investigate and they need daily exercise. The Norfolk is a clever and amiable breed. They should live indoors as they are a family oriented dog and is not emotionally suited for outdoor living.

Health concerns: CHD, allergies.

Color: all shades of red, wheaten, black and tan, or grizzle.

Norwich Terrier

The Norwich is always ready for adventure and excitement. They are hunters and may chase small animals. They are independent and amusing and are best suited for people with a sense of humor and adventure. They need daily exercise and like to run and explore. They are best suited for indoor living, but can stay outdoors during the day in temperate weather.

Health concerns: CHD, allergies, seizures.

Color: all shades of red, wheaten, black and tan or grizzle.

Parson Russell Terrier

These dogs thrive on action and adventure, but in the process they often find themselves in the middle of trouble. They are true hunters at heart and will explore, wander, chase and dig when it gets the chance. They get along well with children and strangers, but they can get scrappy with strange dogs. They do well with horses, but may chase cats and are not good with rodents. They tend to bark and dig but are an ideal companion for an active person with a sense of humor. They need a lot of mental and physical stimulation every day. They do best when allowed access to house and yard, but they do have a tendency to go off in search of trouble. Some may even go down holes and have to be dug out.

Health concerns: Lens luxation, patellar luxation.

Color: Predominantly white with tan, black, or brown markings, or a combination.

Scottish Terrier

Nicknamed the Diehard in reference to its rugged character, the Scotty is tough, smart and determined. They are fearless and feisty and may be aggressive towards other dogs and animals. They are reserved, but friendly toward strangers and devoted to their family. They tend to dig and bark. They need excitement and exercise every day. Although they could live outdoors, they are better suited for indoor living.

Health concerns: vWD, CMO, Scotty cramp, cerebellar abiotrophy, patellar luxation.

Color: black, wheaten, brindle of any color.

Sealyham Terrier

These dogs are ready for action, always happy to investigate, dig or chase. They are friendly, playful, and generally outgoing. They are reserved with strangers, but devoted to its family. The Sealyhams exercise needs are not too demanding. They are better suited for indoor life, preferably with access to a yard. 

Health concerns: retinal dysplasia, lens luxation.

Color: all white, or with lemon, tan, or badger markings.

Skye terrier

The Skye may look soft, but it is a tough terrier. It is a fearless and deadly rodent hunter. They are also a mild-mannered house pet and one of the only terriers calm enough for city living, although it still needs a daily walk. It is affectionate with its family but cautious with strangers. It gets along well with other dogs in the household, but may not mingle well with strange dogs. It enjoys life as a housedog, and prefers not to live outdoors.

Health concerns: Premature closure of distal radius.

Color: black, blue, gray, silver, fawn, or cream, preferably with black ears, muzzle, and tail tip. Adult color may not be present until 18 months.

Soft Coated Wheaten

These terriers are affectionate, congenial, and much gentler than most terriers. They are generally responsive to their owner’s wishes. They are good with children and usually good with other household dogs and pets. They ay dig or jump and are very boisterous.

They need a good workout every day, but should only be let loose in safe areas because they will chase and hunt. They are indoor dogs.

Health concerns: protein-losing diseases (PLE and PLN), renal dysplasia, Addison’s

Color: any shade of wheaten.

Staffordshire Bull Terrier

The Staffordshire bull is fun loving and playful and loves playing with family and friends. They are generally amicable and docile and responsive to their owners’ wishes. They are characteristically friendly toward strangers, but it may not do well around stranger dogs or sometimes even household dogs that challenge it. They get along well with children, however some can be rambunctious. In the United Kingdom, the Staffordshire is known as the “Nanny dog” in reference to the eagerness and ability of these dogs to play nursemaid. They need daily exercise and because it can be affected by the cold and it craves it owners’ companionship they need to live indoors.

Health concerns: CHD

Color: Red, fawn, white, black, or blue, solid or with white; any shade of brindle or brindle with white.

Welsh Terrier

The Welsh, although more well mannered than most terriers, are playful and can be mischievous. They are independent, inquisitive, and sensitive. They are reserved with strangers and can get scrappy with other dogs and pets. They need daily exercise and they tend to dig and bark. The Welsh can live happily outdoors in nice weather, but should sleep inside during cold weather.

Health concerns: lens luxation, glaucoma.

Color: Deep tan with black or grizzle jacket.

West Highland White Terrier

The Westie enjoys the out doors, but can function as an indoor dog if given daily exercise. They are happy, curious, and always in the thick of things. They are one of the friendliest terriers, however they are not so friendly toward small animals. They can be vocal and dig. They should sleep indoors in all but the mildest of climates.

Health concerns: globoid cell leukodystrophy, Legg-Perthes, CMO, skin disease, copper toxicosis, cataract, patellar luxation, KCS.

Color: White.

