The Toy Group

Affenpinscher

Sometimes called the monkey terrier, the Affenpinscher is busy, bold, inquisitive, and stubborn, but it also loves to monkey around. They tend to bark and climb. Unlike most terriers, they are fairly good with other dogs and pets. They need daily exercise and they enjoy playing outdoors, although they cannot live outdoors.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, corneal ulcers.

Color: black, gray, silver, red, black and tan, or beige; with or without black mask.

Brussels Griffon

The Brussels Griffon is spunky, self-confident, and bold. They are usually good with other dogs and pets and they make a good pet for a family wanting an entertaining and sensitive pet. However, their sensitivity and size make them a poor choice for families with small children. They can be difficult to housetrain and may suffer separation anxiety. They need daily exercise and their size enables these needs to be met with a robust indoor game. They cannot live outside.

Health concerns: none

Color: red, belge (mixed reddish brown and black), black and tan, or black.

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

Sweet, gentle, willing to please, and affectionate, these dogs are ideal house pets. They are amiable toward other dogs, pets, and strangers. They love to explore, sniff and chase. They need a fair amount of exercise and they should not live outside. They have the build of a working spaniel, but in a smaller version.

Health concerns: mitral valve insufficiency, CHD, syringomelia, patellar luxation, and entropion.

Color: Ruby (solid red), Blenheim (red and white), black and tan, tricolor.

Chihuahua

The Chihuahua has earned its place as a favored toy dog because of its intense devotion to a single person. They are reserved with strangers, but good with household dogs and pets. Some try to be protective, but are not very successful. Some may be bold, others timid. Some bark and they are often temperamental. They are lively dogs and their exercise needs can be met running from room to room, although they enjoy exploring the yard. They are not outdoor dogs as they hate the cold and seek out warmth

Health concerns: pulmonic stenosis, hydrocephalus, patellar luxation, KCS, hypoglycemia.

Color: Any

Chinese Crested Dog

These dogs are a combination of playful pixie, gentle lapdog, and sensitive companion. They are devoted to their family and are willing to please; They are also good with other dogs, pets and strangers. They enjoy a good romp outside, but hat the cold. They are small enough that their daily exercise can be met with vigorous indoor games. Hairless varieties will need a sweater for outdoor activities in cold weather. The hairless will also need regular applications of moisturizer, sun block or bathing to combat blackheads.

Health concerns: PRA, glaucoma, lens luxation, deafness,  seizures, and patellar luxation.

Color: Any

English Toy Spaniel

These spaniels are great lapdogs, gentle, amiable, calm, and quiet, yet playful and attentive. They are devoted to their family and reserved with strangers. They can be somewhat stubborn. Although they enjoy a nice walk or a fun game in the yard, they are not overly active. They do not do well in the heat and are unsuited for living outside away from their family.

Health color: patellar luxation, early tooth loss, lazy tongue (protrudes from mouth)

Color: solid red, black and tan, or either of these combinations on a white background.

Havanese

This is a busy, curious dog; happiest when it is at the center of attention. They are affectionate toward their family, children, strangers, other dogs, and pets. They are willing to please and learn easily, but ten to be vocal. They are energetic, although their exercise needs can be met with a short walk or play session. They cannot live outside. They are non-shedding dogs.

Health concerns: patellar luxation.

Color: all colors or combinations of colors, including white.

Italian Greyhound

These dogs share it’s larger relatives characteristic as they love to run and chase. They are extremely gentle and sensitive, although they are reserved, almost timid, with strangers. They are devoted to their family, and are good with children, other dogs and pets. However boisterous children or larger dogs can easily injure them. They like a daily romp outdoors, but hate the cold. Its exercise needs can be met with a good walk, although it also likes to stretch out and sprint in a fenced area.

Health concerns: Periodontal disease, epilepsy, leg fractures, and patellar luxation, PRA.

Color: Any color but brindle and black and tan.

Japanese Chin

The Japanese Chin is a devoted companion. They are sensitive and willing to please, tending to shadow its owner. They are a friend to all: strangers, dogs, and pets. Their playfulness and gentleness make them a good child’s companion for equally gentle children. The breed has been described as almost “cat-like”, some even climb. The chin is lively, but small enough that its exercise needs can be met with a short walk. They cannot live outdoors as they do not do well in hot humid weather.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, KCS, entropion, cataract, and heart murmur.

Color: Black and white, red and white, or black and tan and white.

Maltese

The Maltese has long been a favorite lap dog, but they also have a wild side. They love to run and play, and despite the innocent look they are bold and feisty and may challenge larger dogs. They are reserved with strangers. Some may bark. They need daily exercise in the form of a romp in the yard or a short walk. Despite the long coat, the Maltese cannot live outdoors. Their coats need brushing every one or two days.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, open fontanel, hypoglycemia, hydrocephalus, distichiasis, entropion, dental problems, hypothyroidism, portacaval shunt.

Color: White

Toy Manchester Terrier

Although true to its terrier heritage when it comes to scrappiness and hunting instinct, the Toy Manchester is among the gentlest and most sensitive of breeds. They are playful with their family, yet reserved, sometimes even timid, with strangers. They are inquisitive and may chase small pets. This is not an outdoor breed. They enjoy playing out side, but hate the cold.

Health concerns: vWD, cardiomyopathy.

Color: Black and tan, with a black “thumbprint” patch on the front of each foreleg and “pencil marks” on the top of each toe.

Miniature Pinscher

Among the most energetic of all breeds, the Min Pin is in perpetual motion. They are inquisitive, playful, bold, and busy. They tend to be stubborn and independent. They can be scrappy with other dogs and may chase small animals. They are reserved with strangers, but affectionate to their family. They need a lot of exercise, but because of its size its needs can be met indoors or out. They hate the cold and should live indoors.

Health concerns: Legg-Perthes, cervical (dry) disk, patellar luxation, hypothyroidism, heart defects, MPS VI.

Color: Clear red, stag red, black and tan.

Papillon

 One of the most obedient and responsive of the toy breeds, the Papillon is also gentle, amiable, and playful. They are friendly toward strangers, other dogs, and pets. They are good with children, but can be injured by rough play. Some can be timid. They thrive on mental stimulation and need daily walks. They cannot live outdoors.

Health concerns: Patellar luxation, seizures, dental problems.

Color: White with patches of any color.

Pekingese
The Pekingese is decidedly not a sissy lapdog. They are courageous characters that will not back down from a fight. Some can be aloof with strangers, but this is not a breed wide trait. Although playful around their family, they may not satisfy many children. They will not tolerate rough handling by children, and may be injured by careless children. They enjoy daily walks. Because they can easily die off heat prostration, they must be kept in air conditioning in warm weather. They are ideal apartment dogs.

Health concerns: Elongated soft palate, stenotic nares, KCS, patellar luxation, disticiasis, and trichiasis, skin fold dermatitis.

Color: All colors and patterns are allowable.

Pomeranian

These dogs are curious, playful, cocky, and attentive. They are reserved toward strangers and some can be aggressive toward other dogs. Some bark a lot. They are active but diminutive, needing daily exercise, but able to meet its needs with indoor games or short walks. Although they have warm coats, they are too small and too family oriented to live outdoors.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, open fontanel, hypoglycemia, shoulder luxation, PRA, entropion.

Color: All colors and patterns allowed.

Toy poodle
The toy poodle is one of the brightest and easiest breeds to train. They are alert, playful, lively, sensitive and eager to please. They are devoted to their family, but reserved toward strangers. Some may bark a lot. They need a lot of interaction with people, and physical and mental exercise. The toy poodles exercise needs can be met with a short walk or even indoor games. This breed should never live outside, but they do enjoy access to a yard. 

Health concerns: PRA, patellar luxation, Legg-Perthes, epilepsy, trichiasis, entropion, lacrimal duct atresia, and cataract.

Color: Any solid color.

Pug

The pug is amiable, playful, and confident. They can be stubborn and headstrong, but they are pleasant and generally willing to please. They love to cavort and show off. They need daily exercise, either in the form of a lively game or a moderate walk. They do not do well in the heat and humidity and should not be kept outdoors. Their wrinkles need regular cleaning to avoid skin infections.

Health concerns: Pug dog encephalitis, CHD, elongated palate, stenotic nares, patellar luxation, Legg-Perthes, entropion, KCS, skin infections, hemivertebra.

Color: Silver, apricot-fawn, or black, with black muzzle or mask, ears, cheek moles, and trace down back.

Shih Tzu

The Shih Tzu is spunky, vivacious, and has an upbeat attitude. They are affectionate with their family and good with children. They can be surprisingly tough and have a stubborn streak. They need daily exercise but because of their small size they can meet these requirements with vigorous indoor games or short frolics outside. They do not do well in hot humid weather and should never be expected to live outside.

Health concerns: CHD, renal dysplsia, entropion, trichiasis, PRA, KCS, otitis externa, portacaval shunt, inguinal hernia, patellar luxation

Color: Any

Silky Terrier
The Silky terrier is bold, inquisitive, and playful. They can be aggressive toward other dogs or pets. They are clever, but tend to be stubborn and can be mischievous. They tend to bark a lot. They are active dogs requiring more exercise than most toys. They enjoy a moderate walk, but especially like the chance to nose around on its own. Despite its hardiness it is not a breed that should live outside. 

Health concerns: patellar luxation, Legg-Perthes

Color: blue and tan.

Toy Fox Terrier

TFT’s are feisty and fun loving. They are hunting terrier at heart and will spend hours investigating the yard, your cabinets and places you never knew existed. They love to play with people and toys and make excellent companions for careful older children, however they do not tolerate inconsiderate handling. They are a one family – or even one person – breed that doesn’t take to strangers initially. They need the opportunity to exercise, but can do so in a small area. They need to wear a sweater and even protective earmuffs in cold weather and is obviously not an outdoor dog.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, Legg-Calve-Perthes, demodicosis, congenital hypothyroidism with goiter.

Color: tri-color, white, chocolate and tan; white and tan; or white and black, all with predominantly colored head and more than 50% white on body.

Yorkshire Terrier

The Yorkshire terrier seems oblivious of it’s size and they are ever eager for adventure and trouble. They are busy, inquisitive, bold, stubborn, and can be aggressive to strange dogs and small animals. Although some tend to bark a lot, they can easily be trained not to. Yorkies tend to exercise themselves within the home, but they also need to have interaction in the form of games. This is defiantly not a dog that can live outdoors.

Health concerns: Patellar luxation

Color: blue and tan. Yorkshire terriers are born black, gradually attaining their blue and tan coloration as they mature

