The Working Group

Akita

Akitas are bold, independent, stubborn, and tenacious. Demonstrative with its family, they are utterly devoted and will protect family members. They are reserved with strangers and can act aggressively toward other dogs. They appreciate mental and physical exercise every day and they need the chance to run. They can be a quiet, well-mannered housedog given the appropriate training. They are happiest when they can spend most of its time indoors with their family.

Health concerns: CHD, PRA, elbow dysplasia, pemphigus, sebaceous adenitis, gastric torsion, cruciate ligament rupture, osteosarcoma, lyphosarcoma, hypothyroidism.

Color: Any color including white, pinto or brindle.

Alaskan Malamute

The Alaskan malamute is independent, powerful, and strong willed. They are fun loving and enjoy pulling a sled or cart. If given their daily exercise, they are well mannered in the home. They are family oriented. They are friendly and sociable toward people, but can be aggressive toward strange dogs, pets or livestock. They tend to dig and howl.  They love cold weather and can run for miles. It can live out doors in cooler climates, but do better indoors during warm weather. They were bred to haul heavy loads rather than race.

Health concerns: CHD, cataract, chondrodysplasia, and hypothyroidism

Color: light gray through black, with white shading and a mask or cap; also shades of sable or red with shading; or all white.

Anatolian Shepherd

These are serious dogs who are devoted to their family and the duty of protecting them. They are laid back and never go looking for trouble. They are good with children although may not be playful enough to satisfy the child. They are reserved with strangers. They tend to bark a lot when it’s suspicions are aroused. They need the chance to exercise every day and they can live outside, but need to socialize with the family. They may be sensitive to barbiturate anesthesia. They are a powerful, rugged dog built for tough jobs.

Health concerns: CHD, entropion

Color: any, most are fawn with black mask

Bernese Mountain Dog

After it leaves the adolescent stage, the Bernese is easygoing and calm. They are sensitive and extremely devoted. They are gentle with children, but often reserved with strangers. They need to be a part of family activities. They enjoy the outdoors and need daily exercise. Because they are in tune to their human family, they do not do well relegated to the yard.

Health concerns: CHD, elbow dysplasia, mast cell tumor, gastric torsion, cataract, entopion, ectropion, SAS

Color: Tricolor, black with tan markings and white flashings.

Black Russian Terrier

Black Russian Terriers are calm, and courageous, although reserved with strangers. They are very attached to and protective of their families. They are fast learners and independent thinkers. They are affectionate and social and like to be close to their people. They may not be good with strange or dominate dogs, but are fine with other household pets. BRT’s need socialization as well as daily exercise. Obedience or agility training may be helpful. Because they need and seek human attention, they do not make good kennel dogs. They are calm inside and do not bark frivolously.

Health concerns: CHD, elbow dysplasia.

Color: Black or black with a few gray hairs.

Boxer

These dogs have a streamlined body and a strong grip. They are playful, exuberant, inquisitive, attentive, devoted and outgoing. The perfect companion for the active family. They are sensitive and responsive to commands. They may be aggressive towards strange dogs, but are generally good with other household pets. The Boxer needs daily activity and they like to run. They do not do well in hot weather and are generally unsuited to living outdoors. They are perfectly suited to serve as a working watchdog.

Health concerns: Boxer cardiomyopathy, SAS, CHD, gastric torsion.

Color: fawn and brindle, both with or without white flashing and black mask.

Bullmastiff

They are gentle and devoted. They are not easily roused but once threatened they can be fearless. The breed is stubborn and cannot easily be goaded into action. Some can be aggressive towards strange dogs. Males especially tend to not tolerate other males. They are good with children, but should be raised with them. They need a firm, but loving home. They need daily exercise to stay in shape. They do not do well in hot weather and should generally be indoor dogs, however they do need lots of room. 

Health concerns: gastric torsion, CHD, elbow dysplasia, entropion.

Color: red, fawn, or brindle.

Doberman Pinscher

Dobermans are intelligent, capable, and always on alert and ready to protect their family and home. They are also loyal and adventurous. They are sensitive and very responsive to its owners wishes.  Dobermans are active dogs that need daily mental and physical exercise or they may become frustrated or destructive. They make much better companions and effective protectors when living inside with their families. Around the late 70’s albinism in the breed became a more common occurance. 

Health concerns: CVI (wobbler’s syndrome), cardiomyopathy, vWD, demodicosis, osteosarcoma, gastric torsion, CHD.

Color: Black, red, blue, fawn, all with tan markings

German Pinscher

Vivacious, tenacious, and courageous, the German Pinscher is a self-appointed patroller. They do not bark frivolously, but will sound the alert to intruders. They are quick learners, but are not inclined to obey. They are playful and affectionate and do well with considerate children, but they do not do well with small pets, especially rodents. They do not appreciate being left outside alone or being regulated in a kennel. They are devoted to their families and enjoy being apart of daily activities. These are high-energy dogs that are easily bored and frustrated without stimulation. They are muscular, extremely agile, and solid enough to be very strong.

Health concerns: none

Color: Isabella (fawn) to red to stag red; black and tan, blue and tan

Giant Schnauzer

These dogs are intelligent, exuberant, playful and rambunctious. They may be too boisterous for small children, even though it is otherwise good with children in its own family. They are bold and protective of their family, but reserved with strangers. They may be aggressive towards other dogs. At times they may try to be the leader. They need daily exercise and daily fun. They do best when their time is divided between house and yard. They are a larger, more powerful version of the Standard Schnauzer.

Health concerns: CHD, OCD, gastric torsion, hypothyroidism.

Color: Solid black or salt and pepper

Great Dane

Great Danes are spirited, friendly, and dependable. It is generally good with children and usually friendly toward household pet and other household dogs. Makes a pleasant, well-mannered companion if trained. They need moderate daily exercise that could be met with a good walk. They are not well suited to living outdoors and is best suited to divide its time between house and yard. This breed combines great size with elegance.

Health concerns: Gastric torsion, cardiomyopathy, osteosarcoma, CHD, CV1 (Wobbler’s syndrome) OCD, HOD, hypothyroidism.

Color: Brindle, black-masked fawn, blue, black, harlequin (white with irregular black patches), or mantle (black with white collar, muzzle, chest, and tail tip)

Great Pyrenees

These dogs make capable and imposing guardians, devoted to its family and somewhat wary of strangers. When not provoked they are calm, well mannered, and somewhat serious. They are gentle with their families and children. They may try to dominate a less secure owner. They are not good off leash and may wander away. They tend to bark a lot. The Great Pyrenees need daily exercise, but their needs are not extensive. A moderate walk will suffice. They do not do well in hot weather. Can be outside in cooler weather, but prefers to be inside with the family.

Health concerns: CHD, patellar luxation, entopion, OCD, skin problems, osteosarcoma, cataract, chondrodysplasia (dwarfism), panosteitis.

Color: white or white with markings of gray, badger, reddish brown, or tan.

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog

These dogs are easygoing, calm, sensitive, loyal, and extremely devoted to their families. They are very gentle with children and other pets. They like the outdoors, especially in colder weather. They need daily exercise in the form of long walks or a vigorous romp. They love pulling. They can live outside, but do best when inside with its family. They need plenty of room. Their movement displays good reach and drive and their expression is gentle and expressive.

Health concerns: CHD, panosteitis, shoulder OCD, disichiasis, gastric torsion, splenic torsion, seizures, female urinary incontinence.

Color: Black and rust, with white feet, chest, tail tip, muzzle, blaze, and possibly collar; rust color present on legs between white and black.

Komondor

These dogs are independent, stubborn, and good protectors of livestock. They are not for meek owners who can be dominated. They are reserved with strangers and can be aggressive towards strange dogs, however it is good with other pets and especially livestock. It is happiest when it has someone or something to watch over. Although usually calm, they can be fearless. They are protective of children in its own family, however may misunderstand the play of other children. They need daily exercise, but swimming is not a good idea. They do not like warm weather. They are large muscular dogs with plenty of bone and substance.

Health concerns: CHD, gastric torsion, Otitis externa, hot spots.

Color: white

Kuvasz

These dogs are tough protectors of their families. They are gentle and protective towards children in it’s own family, but may misinterpret the rough actions of other children. It is reserved with strangers and aggressive toward strange dogs; however they tend to be gentle with other household pets and livestock. They need daily exercise and enjoys cold weather. They are large dogs but they are light footed. 

Health concerns: CHD, OCD, hypothyroidism

Color: White

Mastiff

The Mastiff is innately good-natured, calm, easy-going, and surprisingly gentle. They make well-mannered pets, but need space to stretch out. They are extremely loyal and devoted to its family and they are good with children. The adult Mastiff needs moderate exercise and they do not enjoy hot weather. Even though they are physically able to live outdoors, they are a breed that should live inside with their family. They are heavy boned with a powerful musculature.

Health concerns: CHD, gastric torsion, elbow dysplasia, oseosarcoma, and cystinura.

Color: fawn, apricot or brindle, all with dark muzzle, ears, and nose.

Neapolitan Mastiff

These mastiffs have bred for centuries to guard their families. They are incredibly loyal and devoted to its family, watchful and suspicious of strangers, and tolerant of acquaintances. Although it is loving towards children, its size can make accidents possible. They may not get along with other dogs, especially domineering types. Because of its size it should be properly socialized at an early age. Neos do not need a lot of exercise, but they do need a lot of living space. They drool and can leave a trail of food or water leading from their bowls. When forced to act, the neo can spring into action with surprising speed. Their short powerful jaws can crush or hold an opponent.

Health concerns: CHD, cardiomyopathy, demodicosis, cherry eye, elbow dysplasia

Color: gray, black, mahogany, tawny, with or without tan brindling; white allowed on underside, chest, throat, toes, and backs of pasterns.

Newfoundland

The Newfoundlands main quality is its sweetness of temperament. They are calm, patient, easygoing, gentle and amiable. However, if its family is threatened they can act protectively. They need daily exercise to stay fit and they love to swim and pull. They do not do well in hot weather and should be kept outside only in temperate to cold weather. They need lots of room to stretch out.

Health concerns: SAS, cystinura, elbow dysplasia, CHD, gastric torsion, OCD, entropion, ectropion, vWD, cataract, cruciate ligament rupture.

Color: solid black, brown, or gray, may have white on chin, chest, toes, and tail tip; or white base color with black markings (landseer)

Portuguese Water Dog

These are fun loving, family-loving, water-loving dogs. They do well with children, other dogs, and pets. They are sensitive and responds well to direction. They are a good breed for an active person wanting an adventurous, affectionate dog. They need daily exercise preferably including swimming and retrieving.. The water dog does best when living as part of its family, sharing indoor and outdoor activities.

Health concerns: PRA, GM1 storage disease, distichasis, Addison’s, CHD, juvenile cardiomyopathy, hair loss (follicular dysplasia)

Rottweiler

The Rottweiler is confidant, bold, and imposing and a popular choice for their protection abilities. It is headstrong, self-assured, and stubborn. The are reserved toward strangers and may be overly protective if it feels its family is being threatened. It needs physical exercise daily, in the form of long walks or jogs, or a vigorous game, as well as obedience lessons. They enjoy cold weather and may become overheated in hot weather. The do need to spend significant amounts of time indoors with their families so that correct human socialization can occur.

Health concerns: CHD, elbow dysplasia, SAS, osteosarcoma, gastric torsion, hypothyroidism, allergies.

Color: Black, white, brown, or combinations of black or brown with white.

Saint Bernard

Saint Bernards are calm easygoing, gentle and patient with children, although they are not especially playful. They are devoted to family and willing to please, although at it’s own pace. The Saint Bernard needs daily exercise in the form of moderate walks and short runs. They can be raised outside in moderate temperatures, however they do not do well in the heat and do best when their time is divided between house and yard.

Health concerns: CHD, gastric torsion, entropion, ectropion, elbow dysplasia, osteosarcoma, OCD, diabetes, seizures, heart conditions, cardiomyopathy, CVI, hot spots.

Color: White with red, red or brindle with white, white must appear on chest, feet, tail tip, noseband, and collar; may have dark mask and ears.

Samoyed

Samoyeds are good companion dogs for people of any age as they are gentle and playful. They are amiable with strangers, other pets and other dogs. They are calm indoors, but need daily exercise. If allowed to become bored, they will bark and dig. They may tend to herd children. They are normally willing to please and are responsive to their owner’s wishes.

Health concerns: CHD, gastric torsion, cataract, hypothyroidism.

Color:  white, white and biscuit, cream, or all biscuit.

Siberian Husky

Fun-loving, adventurous, alert, independent, clever, stubborn, mischievous, and obstinate. This breed loves to run and will roam if given the chance. They may act aggressively toward strange dogs, but are generally good with other family pets. Must have either human or canine companionship. Some howl, dig, or chew. Huskies need ample exercise, either in the form of long jogs or an off the leash outing in a safe area. Best to divide it’s time between indoors and outdoors.

Health concerns: PRA, cataract, corneal dystrophy, hypothyroidism.

Color: all colors from black to pure white.

Standard Schnauzer

The standard schnauzer is a bold and lively companion and guardian. They are clever and headstrong and need their daily mental and physical exercise or they become mischievous. It is a devoted family dog; good with children and family pets but it can be aggressive towards strange dogs, animals or rodents. The schnauzer needs daily walks, vigorous play or an off leash outing to meet its daily needs and is best dividing it’s time between house and yard. They are sometimes suspicious of strangers and are protective of their families.

Health concerns: CHD, Follicular.

Color: pepper and salt or pure black.

Tibetan Mastiff

Tibetan Mastiffs are strong willed, independent, and territorial. They are aloof towards strangers, but devoted to their family. They are gentle and patient with their children, but may guard their home against visiting children. They are generally good with other dogs. They tend to be calm indoors and active outdoors. They need daily walks and access to a yard to meet their exercise needs. When confined, they tend to get bored, frustrated and destructive. They like to bark loudly at night.

Health concerns: GHD, hypothyroidism.

Color: Black, brown and gray, all with or without tan markings; various shades of gold; White markings on breast and feet acceptable.

