Non-sporting group

American Eskimo Dog

The American Eskimo is bright, eager to please, lively, and fun loving. They can be wary of strangers and may not be the best dog for a home with small children, other dogs or pets, unless well supervised. They are calm and well mannered inside, but enjoy a good run, especially in cold weather. They are energetic and need a good workout every day, however the extent of this workout depends on the size of the dog. The larger Eskies need a good jog or long walk and the smaller Eskies need only a vigorous game in the yard or a short walk.

Health concerns: CHD, PRA, patellar luxation.

Color: white or white with biscuit cream.

Bichon Frise

Perky, playful, and bouncy, the Bichon Frise’s happy-go-lucky attitude endears it to all. They are friendly toward strangers, other dogs and pets and are very good with children. They don’t like to be left alone and tend to bark a lot. Although small, they are active and needs daily exercise. This is not a dog that should live outdoors.

Health concerns: Patellar luxation, Cushing’s, allergies, cataract, CHD.

Color: white, may have cream shadings.

Boston Terrier

The Boston is devoted and sensitive to their owners’ wishes and moods. They are well mannered indoors, but saucy and playful when given the chance. They are clever and learn readily. They are reserved with strangers and some may be aggressive toward strange dogs. Some bark a lot. These dogs need daily exercise and interaction with people. They love games and most of its exercise requirements can be met with a romp in the yard. They cannot live outdoors. Some Bostons wheeze and snore and many don’t tolerate heat well.

Health concerns: Patellar luxation, stenotic nares, elongated soft pallete, allergies.

Color: brindle, seal, or black with white markings on muzzle, between eyes and fore chest, and possibly white collar and lower legs.

Bulldog

Despite it’s “sour mug” the bulldog is jovial, comical, and amiable. They are the most docile and mellow of the dogs and they are willing to please, although they retain a stubborn streak. They are moderately friendly toward strangers. Although some can be aggressive toward strange dogs, they are quite good with other pets. The Bulldog appreciates a daily outing but cannot tolerate hot, humid weather. They should not be expected to jog or walk great distances, or to jump from any heights. Most cannot swim. Most bulldogs snore and wheeze and some drool so facial wrinkles and any folds around the tail should be cleaned daily.

Health concerns: Ventrical septal defect, CHD, KCS, stenotic nares, elongated soft palate, shoulder luxation, internalized tail, entropion, ectropion, distichiasis, elbow dysplasia, cherry eye, patellar luxation, demodicosis.

Color: brindle, solid white, red, or fawn, or any of these on a white background.

Chinese Shar-pei

The shar-pei is self-assured, serious, independent, stubborn and very much self-possessed. They are devoted and very protective of their family. They are reserved, even suspicious of strangers and can be aggressive toward other dogs and may chase livestock and other animals, although they are usually good with other family pets. They need daily mental and physical stimulation, but its needs can be met with lively games throughout the day. They are generally not amiable to outdoor living, but they can divide their time between house and yard. Their wrinkles need regular attention to ensure that no irritations develop within the skin folds. Shar-pei means sandy coat referring to the gritty sandpaper texture of the coat. When rubbed backward, the prickly coat can be uncomfortable and even cause welts on the skin of an occasional sensitive person.

Health concerns: entropion, CHD, patellar luxation, allergies, otitis externa, lip and skin fold pyodermas, hypothyroidism, amyloidosis (renal)

Color: any solid color including sable.

Chow Chow

The Chow Chow is demonstrative, even with their family and is somewhat suspicious of strangers. They are independent and stubborn. They can be aggressive toward other dogs but are generally good with other household pets. They are serious and protective and are devoted to their family. They are an alert breed that needs daily, but not strenuous, activity. They enjoy the cool weather and are best allowed inside during heat. They need socialization with their families.

Health concerns: CHD, entropion, patellar luxation, elbow dysplasia, cataract, distichiasis, PPM, gastric torsion, stenotic nares, glaucoma, elongated palate.

Color: Solid red, black, blue, cinnamon, and cream.

Dalmatian

The Dalmatian has a tireless enthusiasm. They are eager, and playful and must get daily hard exercise if they are expected to behave at home. They may be aggressive toward strange dogs, but they are generally good with other pets and are especially good with horses. They may be too energetic for small children and may be reserved toward strangers. Deaf Dalmatians present special training and behavioral challenges.

Health concerns: deafness, urinary stones, allergies, seizures, iris sphincter dysplasia, hypothyroidism.

Color: Black or liver spots on white background; spots should be round, well defined, and preferably separated. Dalmatians are born white and develop spots in 2-3 weeks.

Finnish Spitz

The Finkie is independent and somewhat stubborn. They are alert, inquisitive, and playful, but they are also sensitive, tending to be devoted to one person. They are good with children and generally good with other pets, but can be aggressive toward strange dogs. They are reserved, even suspicious, of strangers. They bark a lot and loudly. They need daily exercise, but care must be taken that they don’t go off on their own. They enjoy living indoors and need social contact.

Health concerns: none

Color: Shades of golden red (puppies are born with a black overlay that disappears by around 8 weeks)

French Bulldog

The French bulldog is a clown and a lapdog. They enjoy playing and entertaining their family, as well as cuddling and snoozing with their favorite person. They are amiable, sweet and willing to please. They have minimal exercise requirements, but they do enjoy a nice romp in the yard. They do not do well in the heat and should not live outdoors. They may wheeze, drool and snore and their facial wrinkles need regular cleaning.

Health concerns: brachycephalic syndrome (stenotic nares, elongated soft palate), intervertebral disk disease, CHD, allergies, patellar luxation, hemivertabra.

Color: Brindle, fawn, white, brindle and white, and any color not specifically mentioned as a disqualification.

Keeshond

The Keeshond combines many traits of the best housedogs: fairly energetic and playful, very attentive and loving, and ready for adventure, yet content to take it easy. They are sensitive and learn readily. They make a good companion for a child or an adult. They are friendly to all, but are nonetheless an alert watchdog. This is a lively breed and they need moderate exercise. They can live outdoors in temperate to cool climates, but prefer to be with their families.

Health concerns: CHD, epilepsy, skin problems, patellar luxation.

Color: mixture of gray, black, and cream. Undercoat is pale and tips of the outer coat hairs are black. Black muzzle, ears, tail tip, and spectacle lines reaching from the outer eyes corners to the ears. Lighter ruff, shoulders, trousers, legs, feet, and tail plume.

Lhasa Apso

Despite its lap dog appearance, the Lhasa is a tough character. They are independent, stubborn and bold. They will be happy as long as it is given its daily exercise. They are somewhat reserved with strangers. They make a fine apartment dog. They are not suited for outdoor living and their coat needs brushing and combing every other day.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, entropion, distichiasis, PRA, renal cortical hypoplasia.

Color: any

Loechen

These are lively, inquisitive, affectionate dogs. They are willing to please and are responsive to commands. They are devoted to their family, but some tend to bark and dig a lot. They can receive ample exercise everyday with a short walk or active game. They should not live outside, although they appreciate access to a yard.

Health concerns: patellar luxation.

Color: any colors or combinations.

Poodle (standard and miniature)

Miniature: The mini poodle is lively, amiable, playful, eager to please, responsive and smart. They are sensitive, tending to be devoted to one person, and initially reserved with strangers. They are good with children, other pets and dogs. Some tend to bark a lot. They need interaction with people as well as daily exercise. They should not live outdoors.

Standard: The standard poodles are the smartest and most obedient of dogs. They get along well with everyone, although it is somewhat reserved with strangers. Like the Mini, the standard need interaction with people as well as daily exercise and they should not live outdoors.

Health concerns: PRA, Legg-perthes, patellar luxation, epilepsy, trichiasis, entropion, lacrimal duct atresia, cataract, glaucoma, distichiasis.

Color: any solid color.

Schipperke

These dogs make a bold companion, even though they can be independent and headstrong. They are happiest when busy, poking their nose into every nook and cranny. They are reserved with strangers and are alert watchdogs. They can make amiable and pleasant housedogs, but need exercise everyday. The Schipperke should not live out doors, even though they enjoy spending time in the yard.

Health concerns: MPS, HIB, Legg-Perthes, epilepsy, hypothyroidism.

Color: black

Shiba Inu

They are lively, independent and headstrong and the Shiba is brimming with self-confidence. They are lively outdoors and calm indoors as long as they get daily exercise. They may be aggressive with strange dogs of the same sex and may chase small animals. They are territorial, alert and are reserved with strangers. They can be quite vocal; some bark a lot. They need a daily workout and can live outdoors given warm shelter, but do best when their time is divided between inside and out.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, allergies, cataract.

Color: red, red sesame (red with black overlay), or black and tan, with cream to white ventral shading.

Tibetan Spaniel

These dogs are independent, bold, and stubborn, but are also sensitive and biddable. They enjoy both games and outings as well as snoozing next to their special person. They are amiable with other dogs and animals, but reserved with strangers. Their exercise needs are minimal and can be meet by games inside the house or in the yard. They are suited for apartment living but should not live outside.

Health concerns: patellar luxation, cataract.

Color: all colors and mixtures; white allowed on feet.

Tibetan terrier

The Tibetan terrier makes a dependable companion both indoors and out. They are equally up for adventure and games or a snooze in the house. They are sensitive, very companionable and willing to please. They like to run and explore and needs daily exercise in the form of a vigorous game or a moderate walk. Although capable of living outdoors in temperate or modestly cool temperatures, they are better living indoors. 

Health concerns: lens luxation, PRA, patellar luxation, cataract, CHD, ceroid lipofuscinosis, hypothyroidism.

Color: any.

